Nurses Award 2010

Schedule B—Classification Definitions

[Sched A renumbered as Sched B by PR988400]

B.1

B.2

B.3

B.4
B.4.1l

Nursing assistant

Nursing assistant means an employee, other than one registered pursuant to the
provisions of the State or Territory Nurse Registration Board or one who is in
training for the purpose of such registration, who is under the direct control and
supervision of a Registered or Enrolled nurse and whose employment is solely to
assist an RN or EN in the provision of nursing care to persons.

Nursing care
Nursing care means:

e giving assistance to a person who, because of disability, is unable to maintain their
bodily needs without frequent assistance;

e carrying out tasks which are directly related to the maintenance of a person’s
bodily needs where that person because of disability is unable to carry out those
tasks for themselves; and/or

e assisting a registered nurse to carry out the work described in B.5.

Student enrolled nurse

Student enrolled nurse means a student undertaking study to become an enrolled
nurse.

Enrolled nurses
Enrolled nurse—pay point 1

(a) Pay point 1 refers to the pay point to which an enrolled nurse (EN) has been
appointed.

(b) Anemployee will be appointed based on training and experience including:

e having satisfactorily completed a hospital based course of training in nursing
of not more than 12 months duration leading to enrolment as an EN; or

¢ having satisfactorily completed a course of training of 12 months duration in
a specified branch of nursing leading to enrolment on a register or roll
maintained by a state/territory nurses registration board; and

e having practical experience of up to but not more than 12 months in the
provision of nursing care and/or services, and, the undertaking of in-service
training, subject to its provision by the employing agency, from time to time.

(c) Skill indicators

e The employee has limited or no practical experience of current situations;
and
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e The employee exercises limited discretionary judgment, not yet developed by
practical experience.

B.4.2 Enrolled nurse—pay point 2

()
(b)

(©)

Pay point 2 refers to the pay point to which an EN has been appointed.

An employee will be appointed to this pay point based on training and
experience including:

e having satisfactorily completed a hospital based course of general training in
nursing of more than 12 months duration and/or 500 or more hours theory
content or a course accredited at advanced certificate level leading to
enrolment as an EN; or

e not more than one further year of practical experience in the provision of
nursing care and/or services in addition to the experience, skill and
knowledge requirements specified for pay point 1; and

e the undertaking of in-service training, subject to its provision by the
employing agency, from time to time.

Skill indicators

The employee is required to demonstrate some of the following in the
performance of their work:

« a developing ability to recognise changes required in nursing activity and in
consultation with the RN, implement and record such changes, as necessary;

e an ability to relate theoretical concepts to practice; and/or

e requiring assistance in complex situations and in determining priorities.

B.4.3 Enrolled nurse—pay point 3

(@)
(b)

(©)

Pay point 3 refers to the pay point to which an EN has been appointed.

An employee will be appointed to this pay point based on training and
experience including:

e not more than one further year of practical experience in the provision of
nursing care and/or services, in addition to the experience, skill and
knowledge requirements specified for pay point 2; and

e the undertaking of in-service training, subject to its provision by the
employing agency, from time to time.

Skill indicators

The employee is required to demonstrate some of the following in the
performance of their work:

e an ability to organise, practise and complete nursing functions in stable
situations with limited direct supervision;
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e Observation and assessment skills to recognise and report deviations from
stable conditions;

o flexibility in the capacity to undertake work across the broad range of nursing
activity and/or competency in a specialised area of practice; and/or

e communication and interpersonal skills to assist in meeting psycho-social
needs of individuals/groups.

Enrolled nurse—pay point 4

()
(b)

(©)

Pay point 4 refers to the pay point to which an EN has been appointed.

An employee will be appointed to this pay point based on training and
experience including:

e not more than one further year of practical experience in the provision of
nursing care and/or services in addition to the experience, skill and
knowledge requirements specified for pay point 3; and

e the undertaking of in-service training, subject to its provision by the
employing agency, from time to time.

Skill indicators

The employee is required to demonstrate some of the following in the
performance of their work:

« speed and flexibility in accurate decision making;

e organisation of own workload and ability to set own priorities with minimal
direct supervision;

e observation and assessment skills to recognise and report deviations from
stable conditions across a broad range of patient and/or service needs; and/or

e communication and interpersonal skills to meet psychosocial needs of
individual/groups.

Enrolled nurse—pay point 5

()
(b)

(©)

Pay point 5 refers to the pay point to which an EN has been appointed.

An employee will be appointed to this pay point based on training and
experience including:

e not more than one further year of practical experience in the provision of
nursing care and/or services in addition to the experience, skill and
knowledge requirements specified for pay point 4; and

e the undertaking of relevant in-service training, subject to its provision by the
employing agency, from time to time.

Skill indicators

The employee is required to demonstrate some of the following in the
performance of their work:

MAO000034 This award does not come into force until 1 January 2010

31



32

Nurses Award 2010

e contributes information in assisting the RN with development of nursing
strategies/improvements within the employee’s own practice setting and/or
nursing team, as necessary;

e responds to situations in less stable and/or changed circumstances resulting in
positive outcomes, with minimal direct supervision; and

e efficiency and sound judgment in identifying situations requiring assistance
from an RN.

B.5 Registered nurses
B.5.1 Registered nurse—level 1 (RN1)
(@) Anemployee at this level performs their duties:
(i) according to their level of competence; and

(i) under the general guidance of, or with general access to a more
competent registered nurse (RN) who provides work related support and
direction.

(b) An employee at this level is required to perform general nursing duties which
include substantially, but are not confined to:

e delivering direct and comprehensive nursing care and individual case
management to patients or clients within the practice setting;

e coordinating services, including those of other disciplines or agencies, to
individual patients or clients within the practice setting;

e providing education, counselling and group work services orientated towards
the promotion of health status improvement of patients and clients within the
practice setting;

e providing support, direction and education to newer or less experienced staff,
including EN’s, and student EN’s and student nurses;

e accepting accountability for the employee’s own standards of nursing care
and service delivery; and

e participating in action research and policy development within the practice
setting.

B.5.2 Registered nurse—level 2 (RN2)
(@) Anemployee at this level:

(i) holds any other qualification required for working in the employee’s
particular practice setting; and

(if) is appointed as such by a selection process or by reclassification from a
lower level when the employee is required to perform the duties detailed
in this subclause on a continuing basis.

An employee at this level may also be known as a Clinical nurse.
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In addition to the duties of an RN1, an employee at this level is required, to
perform duties delegated by a Clinical nurse consultant or any higher level
classification.

Duties of a Clinical nurse will substantially include, but are not confined to:

e delivering direct and comprehensive nursing care and individual case
management to a specific group of patients or clients in a particular area of
nursing practice within the practice setting;

e providing support, direction, orientation and education to RN1’s, EN’s,
student nurses and student EN’s;

e being responsible for planning and coordinating services relating to a
particular group of clients or patients in the practice setting, as delegated by
the Clinical nurse consultant;

e acting as a role model in the provision of holistic care to patients or clients in
the practice setting; and

e assisting in the management of action research projects, and participating in
quality assurance programs and policy development within the practice
setting.

B.5.3  Registered nurse—Ilevel 3 (RN3)

()

(b)

An employee at this level:

(1) holds any other qualification required for working in the employee’s
particular practice setting; and

(if) is appointed as such by a selection process or by reclassification from a
lower level when that the employee is required to perform the duties
detailed in this subclause on a continuing basis.

An employee at this level may also be known as a Clinical nurse consultant,
Nurse manager or Nurse educator.

In addition to the duties of an RN2, an employee at this level will perform the
following duties in accordance with practice settings and patient or client
groups:

(i) Duties of a Clinical nurse consultant will substantially include, but are
not confined to:

e providing leadership and role modelling, in collaboration with others
including the Nurse manager and the Nurse educator, particularly in the
areas of action research and quality assurance programs;

e staff and patient/client education;
o staff selection, management, development and appraisal;

e participating in policy development and implementation;
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e acting as a consultant on request in the employee’s own area of
proficiency; for the purpose of facilitating the provision of quality
nursing care;

« delivering direct and comprehensive nursing care to a specific group of
patients or clients with complex nursing care needs, in a particular area
of nursing practice within a practice setting;

e coordinating, and ensuring the maintenance of standards of the nursing
care of a specific group or population of patients or clients within a
practice setting; and

e coordinating or managing nursing or multidisciplinary service teams
providing acute nursing and community services.

Duties of a Nurse manager will substantially include, but are not
confined to:

e providing leadership and role modelling, in collaboration with others
including the Clinical nurse consultant and the Nurse educator,
particularly in the areas of action research and quality assurance
programs;

o staff selection and education;
e allocation and rostering of staff;
e occupational health;

e initiation and evaluation of research related to staff and resource
management;

e participating in policy development and implementation;

e acting as a consultant on request in the employee’s own area of
proficiency (for the purpose of facilitating the provision of quality
nursing care);

e being accountable for the management of human and material resources
within a specified span of control, including the development and
evaluation of staffing methodologies; and

e managing financial matters, budget preparation and cost control in
respect of nursing within that span of control.

Duties of a Nurse educator will substantially include, but are not
confined to:

e providing leadership and role modelling, in collaboration with others
including the Clinical nurse consultant and the Nurse manager,
particularly in the areas of action research;

e implementation and evaluation of staff education and development
programs;

o staff selection;
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e implementation and evaluation of patient or client education programs;
e participating in policy development and implementation;

e acting as a consultant on request in the employee’s own area of
proficiency (for the purpose of facilitating the provision of quality
nursing care); and

e being accountable for the assessment, planning, implementation and
evaluation of nursing education and staff development programs for a
specified population.

B.5.4 Registered nurse—Ilevel 4 (RN4)

()

(b)

(©)

An employee at this level:

(i) holds any other qualification required for working in the employee’s
particular practice setting; and

(it) is appointed as such by a selection process or by reclassification from a
lower level when the employee is required to perform the duties detailed
in this subclause on a continuing basis.

An employee at this level may also be known as an Assistant director of
nursing (clinical), Assistant director of nursing (management), or Assistant
director of nursing (education).

Appointment at a particular grade at this level will depend upon the level of
complexity associated with the duties described in this clause. In this
connection the number of beds in a facility will be a relevant consideration.

In addition to the duties of an RN3, an employee at this level will perform the
following duties:

(i) Duties of an Assistant director of nursing (clinical) will substantially
include, but are not confined to:

e providing leadership and role modelling, in collaboration with others
including the Assistant director of nursing (management) and Assistant
director of nursing (education), particularly in the areas of selection of
staff within the employee’s area of responsibility;

e provision of appropriate education programs, coordination and
promotion of clinical research projects;

e participating as a member of the nursing executive team;

e contributing to the development of nursing and health unit policy for
the purpose of facilitating the provision of quality nursing care;

e managing the activities of, and providing leadership, coordination and
support to, a specified group of Clinical nurse consultants;

e being accountable for the establishment, implementation and evaluation
of systems to ensure the standard of nursing care for a specified span of
control;
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e being accountable for the development, implementation and evaluation
of patterns of patient care for a specified span of control;

e being accountable for clinical operational planning and decision
making for a specified span of control; and

e being accountable for appropriate clinical standards, through quality
assurance programs, for a specified span of control.

Duties of an Assistant director of nursing (management) will
substantially include, but are not confined to:

e providing leadership and role modelling, in collaboration with others
including the Assistant director of nursing (clinical) and Assistant
director of nursing (education), particularly in the areas of selection of
staff within the employee’s area of responsibility;

e coordination and promotion of nursing management research projects;
e participating as a member of the nursing executive team;

e contributing to the development of nursing and health unit policy for
the purpose of facilitating the provision of quality nursing care;

e managing the activities of, and providing leadership, coordination and
support to, a specified group of Nurse managers;

e being accountable for the effective and efficient management of human
and material resources within a specified span of control;

e being accountable for the development and coordination of nursing
management systems within a specified span of control; and

e being accountable for the structural elements of quality assurance for a
specified span of control.

Duties of an Assistant director of nursing (education) will
substantially include, but are not confined to:

e providing leadership and role modelling, in conjunction with others
including the Assistant director of nursing (clinical) and the Assistant
director of nursing (management), particularly in the areas of selection
of staff within the employee’s area of responsibility;

e coordination and promotion of nurse education research projects;

e participating as a member of the nursing executive team, and
contributing to the development of nursing and health unit policy for
the purpose of facilitating the provision of quality nursing care;

e managing the activities of, and providing leadership, coordination and
support to a specific group of Nurse educators;

e being accountable for the standards and effective coordination of
education programs for a specified population;

MAO000034 This award does not come into force until 1 January 2010



B.5.5

Nurses Award 2010

e being accountable for the development, implementation and evaluation
of education and staff development programs for a specified
population;

e being accountable for the management of educational resources
including their financial management and budgeting control; and

e undertaking career counselling for nursing staff.

Registered nurse level 5—(RN5)

()

(b)

(©)

An employee at this level:

(1) holds any other qualification required for working in the employee’s
particular practice setting; and

(if) is appointed as such by a selection process or by reclassification from a
lower level when the employee is required to perform the duties detailed
in this subclause on a continuing basis.

An employee at this level may also be known as a Director of nursing.

Appointment at a particular grade at this level will depend upon the level of
complexity associated with the duties described in this clause. In this
connection the number of beds in a facility will be a relevant consideration.

In addition to the duties of an RN4, an employee at this level will perform the
following duties:

e being accountable for the standards of nursing care for the health unit and for
coordination of the nursing service of the health unit;

e participating as a member of the executive of the health unit, being
accountable to the executive for the development and evaluation of nursing
policy, and generally contributing to the development of health unit policy;

e providing leadership, direction and management of the nursing division of
the health unit in accordance with policies, philosophies, objectives and goals
established through consultation with staff and in accordance with the
directions of the Board of Directors of the health unit;

e providing leadership and role modelling, in collaboration with others,
particularly in the areas of staff selection, promotion of participative decision
making and decentralisation of nursing management and generally
advocating for the interests of nursing to the executive team of the health
unit;

e managing the budget of the nursing division of the health unit;

e ensuring that nursing services meeting changing needs of clients or patients
through proper strategic planning; and

e complying, and ensuring the compliance of others, with the code of ethics
and legal requirements of the nursing profession.
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Occupational health nurses

The duties and responsibilities of Occupational health nurses include, but are not
necessarily confined to:

e the maintenance of appropriate records relating to the activities of the occupational
health unit and services to clients;

o the rehabilitation of injured workers;

e preventative action in relation to occupational hazards that may lead to injury
and/or illness;

e immediate and continuing treatment of occupational injuries and/or illness;
« health promotion; and
« the counselling of clients on health related matters.
Occupational health nurse—level 1
(@) Anemployee at this level:
(i) isan RN with at least four years post registration experience; and
(i)  performs duties in relation to occupational health consistent with:
e giving direct nursing care to a group of clients;
e assessing nursing care needs of clients; and
e participating in provision of education to clients.
Occupational health clinical nurse—level 2
(@) Anemployee at this level:
(i) isan RN with at least four years post registration experience; and

(i)  performs duties in connection with occupational health which are more
complex than the duties performed by an Occupational health nurse level
1.

Appointment to level 2 of this salary structure is only upon successful
completion of a relevant post-registration qualification to this field of
employment.

Payment at this level will commence when the employer receives reasonable
proof from the employee that the qualification has been obtained. The onus of
proof rests with the employee.

(b) The duties of an employee at this level may include, but are not necessarily
confined to:

o the prevention of injury/illness;

« rehabilitation; and
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e occupational hazard identification.
Senior occupational health clinical nurse
(@ Anemployee at this level is:
(1) an RN with at least five years post registration experience who:
« coordinates the occupational health nursing service; and

e provides support and direction to four or less Occupational health
nurses and/or Occupational health clinical nurses.

Occupational health nurse consultant—Ilevel 3
(@ Anemployee at this level is:
(i) an RN with at least five years post registration experience who:
e coordinates the Occupational health nursing services; and

e provides support and direction to five or more Occupational nurses
and/or Occupational health clinical nurses.

Nurse Practitioner
A Nurse practitioner:
e is a registered nurse/midwife appointed to the role;

« has obtained an additional qualification relevant to the state regulating authority to
enable them to become licensed Nurse practitioners.

A Nurse practitioner is authorised to function autonomously and collaboratively in an
advanced and extended clinical role.

Role of a licensed Nurse practitioner

(@) The nurse practitioner is able to assess and manage the care of clients/residents
using nursing knowledge and skills. It is dynamic practice that incorporates
application of high level knowledge and skills, beyond that required of a
registered nurse /midwife in extended practice across stable, unpredictable and
complex situations.

(b) The nurse practitioner role is grounded in the nursing profession’s values,
knowledge, theories and practice and provides innovative and flexible health
care delivery that complements other health care providers.

Scope of practice
The scope of practice of the Nurse practitioner is determined by the context in which:

(a) the nurse practitioner is authorised to practice. The nurse practitioner therefore
remains accountable for the practice for which they directed; and

(b) the professional efficacy whereby practice is structured in a nursing model and
enhanced by autonomy and accountability.
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The Nurse practitioner is authorised to directly refer clients/residents to other health

professionals, prescribe medications and order diagnostic investigations including
pathology and plain screen x-rays.

Nurse practitioners exhibit clinical leadership that influences and progresses clinical
care, policy and collaboration through all levels of health service.
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